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From The Pastor’s Pen... 
 
Happy New Year! I like the sound of that! 
 
If you are reading this, it means that the world didn’t come to an end as the Mayan’s 
supposedly said it would! It also means that you “survived” the Christmas season. 
Imagine such a thing! We’re still here. For well over 2,000 years people like you and 
me have been expecting Jesus to return just because He said that He would.  Yet, 
the prognosticators of the past have been wrong. Attempts to decipher the end of 
times have been a waste of time. If they only read further... “no one knows the hour 
nor the day...” (Mt. 24:36) then they surely would have known. 
 
The holiday season is always difficult. Depression, heartache, and precious 
memories seem to fill our lives.  I’m not immune to those feelings as the past month 
had difficult memorial days for me as we said good-bye to both my parents in 
December months within the past few years.... but there is reason to not be 
consumed by the difficulties of days gone by.  They are gone... not to be lived again, 
but rather, to have been used as unforgettable learning experiences. 
 
We will never forget the life of Edith Wheedleton as a significant part of our church 
family. Saying “so-long” to her was difficult. For more than 50 years her presence 
was known at Oakland. She served in Sunday School, as the church treasurer, and 
in many other capacities. She will be missed, but I know that she will greet us again 
one day just as if she were greeting us when we would walk through the doors at 
Oakland.  
 
We will never forget the tragedy in Connecticut as innocent lives fell victim to evil. I 
listened with intensity to the details on that dark Friday afternoon. I wondered what 
would cause a young man to disrupt the lives of so many families just 10 days 
before Christmas.  I saw horror on faces, heard gasps of disbelief, and saw tears 
from the normally stoic news commentators, probably with thoughts of their own 
children and loved ones. 
 
Through it all, as believers, we know that every day is a new day with great 
opportunities and expectations.  God made promises with His people.  Promises that 
were kept. Lamentations 3:22-23 says,  “Because of the Lord’s great love we are not 
consumed, for his compassions never fail. 23 They are new every morning; great is 
your faithfulness.”    
 
My family would like to thank you all for your love shown toward us during the 
holiday season... I keep telling my peers that “Oakland is a great place to be.”  May 
it continue to be so as we obediently walk through 2013 together....  Enjoy what’s 
ahead... as we walk in obedience to Him... 
 

It’s a joy to serve Jesus as your Pastor 
Rev Kev 
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What is Not a Fan?  Well honestly, it’s a number of things. On the most basic 
level, it’s a 6-episode, video-driven small group bible study, centered around the 
calling of every Christian to truly follow Jesus Christ. But beyond that…It’s an 
opportunity, a time where you can be open to what Christ would have to say 
about your thoughts, feelings, and the motivations of your heart. It’s a challenge, 
a call to look at your relationship with Jesus with fresh eyes, and see whether it’s 
really everything that it could be. It’s a journey, one that will deepen your 
relationship with Jesus while deepening your relationships with the members of 
your small group. And it’s a movement, a gathering force of Christ followers who 

have truly given themselves over to following Jesus, who are leading lives of radical love and service in his 
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�
���	���	���	�����	��	������	����	���	����	���	 ��	���
��	��������	�������	������	�	 
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What is Operation Inasmuch? Operation Inasmuch is a 
national nonprofit that employs proven models to motivate, 
train, and equip churches to move more congregants out of the 
sanctuary seats and into the streets to serve the neediest in their 
communities.   Operation Inasmuch is also a movement of 
churches across America, a Compassion Revolution. Over 1600 

churches in 21 states have joined the Revolution.  405 of these churches reported that they collectively sent out 
more than 22,000 volunteers in 2011 to minister to 116,000 people in their communities, representing $3M in 
labor hours and material costs. Lives within and without these churches changed! 
What Operation Inasmuch - Virginia? Operation Inasmuch - Virginia is a statewide hands-on missions 
opportunity sponsored by the Virginia Network of Associational Workers.  The goal is for 80% of Associations 
to have 80% of their churches committed to involving 80% of their average Sunday School attendance across 
Virginia. These Inasmuch Day events will serve more than 300,000 people in need. 
When Is It Happening? Between September 13 and October 11, 2014 
How does my church get involved? Contact the Goshen Ministry Center at 540 894-8440 or by email at 
goshenba@nexet.net.  We can help you maximize your potential to impact your community as the hands and 
feet of Jesus. 
Is training available? A training session for an Inasmuch Day will be held on April 27, 2013 from 9:00 am to 
Noon.  Location: Oakland Baptist Church, 2965 Oakland Church Road, Gum Spring, VA. 23065, Telephone: 
804 556-3550 
Where can I learn more? To learn more about the ministry and models of Operation Inasmuch, go to 
www.operationinasmuch.org.  To learn more about Inasmuch United Virginia, go to  
http://operationinasmuch.org/churches/inasmuch-united-virginia/.   
�
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Joshua 24:15 - New International Version (NIV) 
15 But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for 

yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors 
served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land 

you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.” 
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 The Acorn  
 

P.O. Box 99 
Gum Spring, VA  23065 
 

Church Office:  804-556-3550 
 (please leave a message) 
  
 web address:   Return Service Requested  
www.Oakland-Baptist.com  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
Remembered in our hearts and prayers:  
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