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Dear Church Family, 
 

I want to begin this month by addressing the elephant in the room.  COVID and the risks of 
infection are on the mind of many of us these days.  That is understandable, given that the 
newer Omicron variant is spreading so quickly, infecting both the unvaccinated and the 
vaccinated.  Thankfully it does not appear to be as deadly or produce the severity of 
symptoms seen in other forms of COVID.  We have been incredibly fortunate at Oakland 
Baptist over these past 2 years to have had only one situation of which we are aware, where 
someone unknowingly attended church while infected.  Though a number of people were 
exposed, as far as we know, no one in the congregation became infected as a result of that 
exposure.   
 
We will continue to be vigilant to do everything we can to protect those who attend the 
church.  Elsewhere in this month’s issue of The Acorn, you will find a brief summary of those 
procedures which we are following.  We do not want to be controlled by fear, but rather to 
trust in the Lord.  At the same time, we do want to be wise and sensitive to use face 
coverings and maintain social distancing as much as possible at church.  It’s easy to get lax 
with the hand shaking and hugging.  I know I miss both very much.  For now, we need to 
avoid that kind of contact.  The Lord will bring us through this.  He has been faithful 
throughout our lives.  We can each one give testimony to that truth!  We can trust Him to 
show Himself faithful in these days.  
 
Valentine’s Day will be here before we know it (a friendly reminder to the husbands in our 
congregation!).  That means we will hear much about love over the next few weeks.  The 
world’s definition of love and the Lord’s are of course very different.  Scripture clearly 
articulates that followers of Christ are distinguished by love, Christian love.  I recently ran 
across an account which powerfully communicates the depth and richness and qualities of 
Christian love.  The story comes out of the Korean conflict of the early 1950’s, and centers 
around a Korean pastor and his 2 sons.  They knew that it was only a matter of time before 
they would be attacked by the communists because of their Christian faith.  The older son 
made the statement, “This is war, a war between faith and unbelief.  There is no place to 
flee besides God.” 
 
The next morning, some communist students surrounded their house and dragged the older 
son outside.  They beat and cursed him, and when his younger brother tried to defend him, 
the students turned on him.  The following day, their bullet-riddled bodies were found.  
Witnesses to the murders said that the 2 brothers shared the love of Christ with their 
murderers, even as they were being savagely attacked.  (continued on page 2) 
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Pastor’s Pen (continued from page 1) 
 
When Pastor Peter Sohn, the father of the 2 boys, 
heard the news of the death of his sons, he fell on his 
face before God.  “Lord, give me faith,” he prayed.  “I 
thank you, O Father, that you have given me such a 
blessing, that my 2 boys have been counted worthy to 
be martyrs.  Have pity on those who shot them.  Give 
me love that I may forgive them.” 
 
Two days later, Pastor Sohn sent a friend to ask the 
soldiers to spare the life of the one who actually shot 
his sons and had been arrested.  The colonel in charge 
sent for Pastor Sohn. “Is it true,” the colonel inquired, 
“that you have asked that the life of this one who killed 
your sons be spared?”  “Yes,” the pastor said, “my sons 
were ready to die.  They were Christians, but this boy 
does not know the Lord Jesus.  Please put him in my 
care.  Give him at least a stay of execution.” 
 
The colonel granted the request, and pastor Sohn went 
with the young man to his parents’ home.  There the 
pastor explained the plan of salvation to them, and all 
3 accepted Christ as their personal Savior.  Chae Sun, 
the communist murderer of those 2 Christian boys, not 
only became a Christian believer, but dedicated his life 
to live for those he had killed. 
 
Peter Sohn’s life squared with the teaching of Jesus in 
Matthew 5:43-45, “You have heard that it was 
said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your 
enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray 
for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons 
of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun 
rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the 
just and on the unjust.” 
 
May we, as individuals and as a church, be marked by 
love.  May the world take notice how we have love, 
one for another . . . and love, heart-felt, sacrificial love 
for the lost who do not have the hope for eternity that, 
by God’s great mercy and grace, we know. 
 
Blessings, my dear brothers and sisters in Christ, as we 
seek, by the empowering of the Spirit, to be salt and 
light in this dark world. 
 
Pastor Dennis 

REFERENCE INFORMATION 
 

For information to be included in the bulletin, 
newsletter, website or Goshen News, please submit 
the information as you want it to appear by the 
deadlines listed below to:  

communication@oakland-baptist.com 
 

For those of you without email access, please call or 
submit your written request to Sharon Kincaid. 
 

Deadlines: 
Bulletin – 12 noon of each Wednesday 
Newsletter – 15th of each month 
Website – 12 noon of each Thursday 
Goshen Newsletter – 15th of each 
month 

 
If you have updates to your personal information 
including address or phone change, please notify any 
member of the Deacon Fellowship or log into  
Church Trac (link on church website) and update 
your information. 
 
Contact Information: 
Pastor – Dennis Barton  
Home: (804) 244-5995 
Cell: (804) 997-9015 
Email: drdrbarton@gmail.com  

Deacon Fellowship: 

Bill Groome: (804) 556-6482 (c) 

Pat Groome: (804) 908-3276 (c) 

Sandy Harper: (804) 514-3871 (c) 

Lonnie Kincaid: (804) 363-3288 (c) 

Kim Rosson: (804) 928-2780 (c) 

Frank Smith: (804) 556-4746, (804) 652-4923 (c) 

Tom Sutterfield: (804) 556-3836; (804) 405-4046 (c) 

Ann Taylor: (804) 556-3519; (804) 339-6085 (c) 

Ron Taylor: (804) 556-3519; (804) 339-6067 (c) 

Church Office: (804) 556-3550 (please leave a message) 

 

Located at: 2965 Oakland Church Rd, Gum Spring, VA 

Mailing address: P.O. Box 99, Gum Spring, VA  23065 

Website: www.Oakland-Baptist.com  
 

mailto:communication@oakland-baptist.com
mailto:drdrbarton@gmail.com
http://www.oakland-baptist.com/
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Mission Opportunities, Notes & Announcements 
 

• Easter Cross Witness  https://eastercross.org/ 

Oakland members have an opportunity to participate in 
The Easter Cross Witness.  We have purchased white 
crosses to be placed on your lawn during the Easter 
season.  Each family will receive a cross at no cost with 
the opportunity to purchase additional crosses at $4 
each to give to your neighbor, family member or friend 
that does not belong to Oakland.   
 
The idea is to place the cross where all can see 
beginning on Ash Wednesday (March 2).  Crosses are 
placed blank side out before Easter and are turned on 
Easter Sunday to display the message that “He is Risen!” 
 

 
 
Why the Easter Cross Witness?  The Easter Cross 
Witness seeks to be a catalyst for all of the branches of 
the church to come together in unity to jointly testify to 
the single most important event in history. That event is 
the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ. The Easter Cross 
Witness believes that celebrating this event together 
with joy will give those who participate in this witness 
the opportunity to share with others the hope that is 
within them. Specifically, since Jesus has been raised 
from the dead, those who put their trust in Him by faith 
through grace for the forgiveness of their sins will not 
die but will be given life eternal. The Easter Cross 
Witness believes that this is something to celebrate. 
 
Crosses will be distributed at the church on Sunday, 
February 27 during worship service with a special time 
of dedication for this outreach effort. 
 

• Baptist Men’s Day – Sunday, February 6 
Join us as the men of Oakland lead our worship service 
during this very special Sunday. 
 

 

• Baptist Women’s Day – February 20 
A Sunday dedicated to the women of Oakland.  The 
women in our church will lead the worship service. 
 

• Hope for Appalachia Virginia – Hope Box 
Item Collection 
A Hope Box is their gift to the students at each school 
they visit.  It provides essential items as well as a few 
fun things for the kids.  Boxes are for children ages 4 
through 18.  It also helps them share the Good News.  
Currently, boxes are being taken to eastern Kentucky, 
deep in the Appalachian Mountains.  With our help 
collecting items monthly, they can reach more children.  
Website:  https://hfavateam.com  
Email:  hopeforappalachia.virginia@gmail.com 
February:   Chapstick, Deodorant  

 

• Mission Stitchers through Goshen Baptist 
Association – All are invited on Saturday, February 

19, 9am – 2pm.  Bring a lunch or about $10 for lunch.  
Bring your machine and tools or fabric scissors to cut 
out the patterns.  For more information on this ministry, 
contact Terry Graham, 504.661.6268 or email 
mrsjrg@aol.com 

 

• Wednesday Night Activities 

Join us for Wednesday Night Supper starting at 6pm and 
Group Bible Study at 7pm.  A great time of fellowship 
and a deep dive into God’s word. 
 

• Children’s Consignment Sale Ministry 
Sale dates have been set for the next Children’s 
Consignment Sale.  The system is open and ready for 
consignors to enter their items. Check out our website 
for more information and how to consign:  
www.Oakland-Baptist.com / Ministries link 
 
Sale Dates: 
Consignor Drop Off:   3/18 & 3/19 
Consignor Early Shop:   3/22 
Public Shopping:  3/24, 3/25, 3/26, 4/2 
Pick Up:   4/7 
 
Encourage family, friends, and neighbors to consign or 
to come by during the sale for affordable prices on nice 
children’s clothing, bedding, outdoor equipment, bikes, 
baby items, and much more!  All donated items at the 
end of the sale go to help those in need in our 
community. 

https://eastercross.org/
https://hfavateam.com/
mailto:mrsjrg@aol.com
http://www.oakland-baptist.com/
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Update on Oakland and COVID-19 
At Oakland, our highest concern is the health and safety of 
our congregation.  The Deacon fellowship continues to keep 
an eye on positivity rates and is ready to make decisions on 
what is in the best interest of our church family and guests.   
 
We continue to practice safe social distancing and 
encourage all who come into the church to wear a mask – 
whether vaccinated or not.   
 
We are grateful and blessed that we have not had any 
outbreaks within the church since the pandemic began.  In 
fact, almost 75% of our regular attendance on Sundays is 
vaccinated and many have received the booster.   We want 
all our members and guests to feel comfortable attending 
service and other activities within the church.  If you have 
any questions, feel free to reach out to your Deacon. 

 

 

 
Happy Birthday!    
Wayne Troy 2/2 
Jamie Sprouse 2/2 
Nancy McKinney 2/2 
Debra Hollenberg 2/2 
Lonnie Kincaid 2/3 
James Wright 2/3 
Kaleb Kincaid 2/3 

Brian Hollenberg 2/3 
Becky Sutterfield 2/6 
Diana Wagner 2/9 
Nate Varnier 2/11 
Janet Kincaid 2/12 
Sandy Harper 2/12 
Sharon Marker 2/15 
David Hawk 2/17 
Jena Bath 2/17 
Michael Priddy 2/18 
Travis Harrow 2/19 

Chloe Wiltshire 2/19 
Harry McClurg 2/20 
Daniel O’Rourke 2/20 
Laney Varnier 2/21 
Tony Wade 2/22 
Lillie Rosson 2/23 
Staci Harpster 2/24 
John Matysek 2/25 
Hazel Morgan 2/27 

 

 
Happy Anniversary! 
Alan & Grant Perkins 2/4 
JC & Cheryl Gallaher 2/15 
Mike & Linda Dillon 2/25 

 
Weekly Assignments 
Deacon Date 

Bill Groome 2/6 

Lonnie Kincaid 2/13 

Frank Smith 2/20 

Tom Sutterfield 2/27 

  

Keep in Touch!  
 
Margie Gonzalez 
334.692.4131 
162 Jones Road 
Newton, Alabama 36352 

 
Claire Parrish 
804.447.4141 
Sitter & Barfoot Veterans Care Center  
1601 Broad Rock Road, Room 137 
Richmond, VA 23224 

 
New Address: Hazel Morgan  

7600 East Parham Road 
Unit 222 
Henrico, VA 232
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FEBRUARY

 
 

 

I Corinthians 13:4-5 
 

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, it is not 
self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  
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Remembered in our hearts & 
prayers: 
James Alford 
Bryan Allen 
Len Archer 
Curtis Bailey 
Mary Ann Ballou 
Abby Beyer 
Mike Carden 
Dave & Cindy Chanley  
Pam Childress 
Ron Clarke 
Ronnie Cook 
Darrell Copeland, Kevin Driver’s father 
Shearin England 
Betty & Bobby Fields 
Kim Frank 
Cheryl Gallaher 
Mary Catherine Gammon 
Margie Gonzales 
April Grant 
Bailey & Tanner Grant-Dickerson 
Dennis Green & family 
Robbie Green 
Bill Greer 
George Groome 
Judy Gunter 
Stewart Hicks 
May Higgs 
Rod Holder 
Jeannie Hyatt 
Ken Ilyar 
Jeremiah Kirby 
Roger McClurg 
 

 
Updated Prayer Request Cont’d: 
Virginia Nail 
Arieanna Nester  
John Nunn 
Lesley Ott 
Janet Page & Janet’s sister 
Wayne Pase 
Sandi Pattison 
Gerald Pleasants 
Kathy Pope 
Kristie & Sadie Pope 
Harrison Sandifer 
Riley Saunders 
Judy Trouch 
Donnie Waldrop 
Alma Walton 
Robbie Walton 
Anne Wells 
Larry & Cathy Wells 
James Williams 
Bill Zimmerman 
 
Continue to pray for the following: 
Jane Morgan Jones 
Sharon & Lonnie Kincaid 
Wayne Proffitt 
Jerri Sherrill 
Betty Jane Smith 
Leah Stiles 
Tony Wade 
Billy Walton 
Sandy & Glenn Williams 
Preston & Betsy Young 
Our Pastor & Church 
Our Country 

 
Remembered in our Thoughts & 

Prayers the Families of: 
Cary Lynn Fields 
Allen Grant, Jr. 
Bryson Lewis 
Jerry Parrish 

 
 

 

Our Nursing Home Members; see 
“Keep in Touch” section. 

 

Remember our Servicemen & 
Their Families: 

 Gabe Edwards, Stateside   
 
 

The prayer concern is completely 
revised monthly through mentioned 

prayer concerns and website 
submissions.  Please email any 

additions or changes to  
communication@oakland-baptist.com 

by the 15th of each month. 

 

http://www.oakland-baptist.com/
mailto:%20communication@oakland-baptist.com)
mailto:%20communication@oakland-baptist.com)

