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Dear Church Family, 
 

We are nearly at the close of this first month of 2023.  It has been a month of rich blessings, and a 
month in which a number of our fellowship have experienced grief and serious illness.  Our precious 
Lord has been present in all of it, loving on us, and caring for us and loved ones.  There is so much for 
which to be grateful and to give praise to Him. 
 
As we look toward the month of February, we will want to pray for the ladies of our church as they 
prepare for Baptist Women’s Day on Sunday, February 19.  We look forward to hearing from them in 
testimony and song on that day.  There will also be a special training offered on Monday evening, 
February 27.  It is entitled “Darkness to Light,” and we are asking that all those who work with 
children and/or have a leadership responsibility in the church to reserve that date and plan to 
participate.  More details can be found elsewhere in “The Acorn.” 
 
We all face adversities and challenges in life.  They are unavoidable.  What is important, and can 
make an eternal difference, is how we respond.  Recently I read 2 stories about persons who lost 
their eyesight.  One was George Matheson.  Just as he was beginning a promising career, he was told 
by his doctor that he would soon be blind.  Matheson told his fiancée, and gave her the opportunity 
to break their engagement, which she did!  What became a twin tragedy for him caused great 
sorrow.  He could have responded with bitterness and resentment, but he gave it all to the Lord.  
And the experience actually resulted in a deepening of his faith.  Matheson expressed it with these 
lines . . . 
  O love that wilt not let me go, 
  I rest my weary soul in Thee, 
  I give Thee back the life I owe, 
  That in Thine ocean depths its flow 
  May richer, fuller be! 
 
Although Matheson couldn’t control his circumstances, he was unwilling for his circumstances to 
control him.  And so he experienced the sweet blessedness we find in the Beatitudes. 
 
The other story concerned William Booth, the founder of the Salvation Army.  He was dramatically 
stricken blind.  His son, Bramwell, was given the task of informing his father that there would be no 
recovery.  “Do you mean that I am blind?” Booth asked, “I shall never see your face again?”  “No 
father, not in this world.”  “Bramwell,” responded Booth, “I have done what I could for God and for 
the people with my eyes.  Now I shall do what I can for God and for the people without my eyes.” 
 
Paul explained the blessings of God’s sure comfort like this, God “comforts us in all our affliction, so 
that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we 
ourselves are comforted by God” (2 Corinthians 1:4).  
 
Know that you are the bless-ed of the Lord, in all circumstances and all experiences! 
 

        Pastor Dennis
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Mission Opportunities & Announcements 
 

• February 11 - Brunswick Stew Fundraiser 
As part of our partnership with Goshen Baptist 
Association, we will be having a Brunswick Stew 
fundraiser on Saturday, February 11 to offset the costs 
for one of our members to participate in a mission trip 
to Armenia next summer. This mission trip consists of a 
four-part mission team that will teach Vacation Bible 
School to children and youth, a ladies' Bible Study 
Group, a pastors/teachers class and construction 
projects. Please pray for this mission opportunity.  If 
you are interested in exploring participation in the 
August missions project in Armenia, please see Pastor 
Dennis.  If you would like to donate canned vegetables 
or funds toward the stew, please see Sandy Harper.  
Pre-orders are being taken!  Pick up is Saturday, 
February 11 between 12:00pm – 2:00pm. 

 
 

• February 19 – Baptist Women’s Day  

Join us on this very special Sunday as the women at 
Oakland lead our service. 
 

• February 21 - Goshen Baptist Association 
Special Called Business Meeting 
This special called business meeting will be held at 
7:00pm at Mineral Baptist Church, 51 Louisa Avenue, 
Mineral, VA 23117.  This is for OBC associational 
messengers.  On the agenda is the calling of Dr. Dee 
Whitten as the new DOM and approving the application 
of a church requesting membership in the association.    
 

• February 26 - Prayer/Information Meeting 
for the Armenia Mission Trip 
Those that are interested in participating in or being a 
prayer partner for the August 2023 mission projects in 
Armenia should plan to attend this informational 
meeting at the Goshen Baptist Association office (587 
Mica Road, Mineral, VA 23117). Meeting starts at 
1:15pm. 
  

REFERENCE INFORMATION 
 

For information to be included in the bulletin, 
newsletter, website or Goshen News, please submit 
the information as you want it to appear by the 
deadlines listed below to:  

communication@oakland-baptist.com 
 

Deadlines: 
Bulletin – 12 noon of each Wednesday 
Newsletter – 15th of each month 
Website – 12 noon of each Thursday 
Goshen Newsletter – 15th of each 
month 

 
If you have updates to your personal information 
including address or phone change, please notify any 
member of the Deacon Fellowship or log into  
Church Trac (link on church website) and update 
your information. 
 
Contact Information: 
Pastor – Dennis Barton  
Home: (804) 244-5995 
Cell: (804) 997-9015 
Email: drdrbarton@gmail.com  

Deacon Fellowship: 

Chair: Frank Smith: (804) 556-4746, (804) 652-9923 (c) 

Vice Chair: Ann Taylor: (804) 556-3519; (804) 339-6085 (c) 

Lesley Alford: (804) 512-2854 (c) 

Pat Groome: (804) 908-3276 (c) 

Ricky Harper: (804) 514-6985 (c) 

Sandy Harper: (804) 514-3871 (c) 

Lonnie Kincaid: (804) 363-3288 (c) 

Tom Sutterfield: (804) 556-3836; (804) 405-4046 (c) 

Church Office: (804) 556-3550 (please leave a message) 

 

Located at: 2965 Oakland Church Rd, Gum Spring, VA 

Mailing address: P.O. Box 99, Gum Spring, VA  23065 

Website: www.Oakland-Baptist.com  

 
 

mailto:communication@oakland-baptist.com
mailto:drdrbarton@gmail.com
http://www.oakland-baptist.com/
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• February 27 – “Darkness to Light” (6:30pm) 
 

 
 

The BGAV is partnering with “Families Forward Virginia” 
to provide this training designed to make church leaders 
and children's workers (Sunday School, VBS, Breakfast 
with Santa, etc.) aware of the scope of the problem of 
child sexual abuse, take action steps toward both 
preventing and responding to abuse, and create safe 
environments for children.  We are asking that all those 
who work with children and/or have a leadership 
responsibility in the church to reserve that date and 
plan to participate. The training, which will take place in 
the Fellowship Hall of Oakland Baptist Church, will be 
led by Richard Sandberg, lead pastor of Louisa Baptist 
Church. 
 

• Hope for Appalachia Virginia – Hope Box 
Item Collection 

 A Hope Box is their gift to the students at each school 
they visit.  It provides essential items as well as a few 
fun things for the kids.  Boxes are for children ages 4 
through 18.  It also helps them share the Good News.  
Currently, boxes are being taken to eastern Kentucky, 
deep in the Appalachian Mountains.  With our help 
collecting items monthly, they can reach more children.  

 Website:  https://hfavateam.com  
 Email:  hopeforappalachia.virginia@gmail.com 

FEBRUARY: CHAPSTICK & DEODORANT  
 

• Disaster Relief Baby Supply Boxes 
Oakland is participating in a mission initiative with 
Goshen Baptist Association and the Baptist General 
Association of Virginia to collect supplies for baby boxes 
so that families can have the essentials to care for their 
baby during a crisis, such as tornados and hurricanes.  
We will collect through April 2023 and then there will 
be a “box packing gathering”.   
COLLECTING:  Desitin - 4 oz (generic is acceptable), 
pacifiers (in the package), bottle - 8 oz (in the 
package), blankets (new or gently used), disposable 
diaper sacks - OR - 4 gallon trash bags, wipes 
(unscented, minimum size is 50 per pack), disposable 
diapers (no generics, minimum size is 25 per pack).  
The quantity received and the quantity required for 
each item is posted on the wall at the collection table 
outside the church office. 

 

 

Happy Anniversary! 
J.C. & Cheryl Gallaher Feb 15 

Mike & Linda Dillon Feb 25 
 

 

Keep in Touch!  
Margie Gonzalez - 334.692.4131 
162 Jones Road  
Newton, Alabama 36352 

 

Claire Parrish - 804.447.4141 
Sitter & Barfoot Veterans Care Center  
1601 Broad Rock Road, Room 137 
Richmond, VA 23224 

 

Happy Birthday! 

Wayne Troy Feb 2 

Jamie Sprouse Feb 2 

Nancy McKinney Feb 2 

Debra Hollenberg Feb 2 

Lonnie Kincaid Feb 3 

James Wright Feb 3 

Kaleb Kincaid Feb 3 

Brian Hollenberg Feb 3 

Becky Sutterfield Feb 6 

Diana Wagner Feb 9 

Nate Varnier Feb 11 

Janet Kincaid Feb 12 

Sandy Harper Feb 12 

Sharon Marker Feb 15 

David Hawk Feb 17 

Jena Bath Feb 17 

Michael Priddy Feb 18 

Travis Harrow Feb 19 

Chloe Wiltshire Feb 19 

Harry McClurg Feb 20 

Daniel O’Rourke Feb 20 

Laney Varnier Feb 21 

Tony Wade Feb 22 

Lillie Rosson Feb 23 

Staci Harpster Feb 24 

John Matysek Feb 25 

Hazel Morgan Feb 27 
 

Deacon of the Week 
Deacon Date 

Tom Sutterfield Feb 5 

Frank Smith Feb 12 

Pat Groome Feb 19 

Ricky Harper Feb 26 

https://hfavateam.com/
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FEBRUARY   
 

 

The Beatitudes 

2 And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 5 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 6 “Blessed are 

those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons[a] of God. 
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when 

others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your 

reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23244a
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Remembered in our hearts & 
prayers: 
James Alford 
Matt Alford 
Bryan Allen 
Kay Amos 
Scott Andrews 
Rebecca Baker 
Pat Beach 
Virginia Beach-Cook 
Abby Beyer 
Mike Carden 
Doug & Linda Chaffins 
Ron Clarke 
Russell Cox 
Debbie Crowder 
Debbie Cutchin 
Roy Edwards 
Taylor Ferguson 
Mary Catherine Gammon 
April & Bailey Grant 
Janice Graves 
Robbie Green 
George Groome 
Judy Gunter 
Stewart Hicks 
Rod Holder 
Jeannie Hyatt 
Lorraine Klein 
Josh Landesman 
Rick Lesveque & Angie 
Jimmy Lloyd 
Jesse Magana 
Jackie Marden 
 

 
Updated Prayer Request Cont’d: 
Barbara Mayberry 
Clyde & Elaine Meador 
John Nunn 
Janet Page & sister, Joann 
Gerald Pleasants 
Ruthie Sanborn 
B.M. Seal 
Betty Stanley 
Mary Lou Stanley 
Cherie Thomas 
Judy Trouch 
Martha Twiggs 
Larry & Cathy Wells 
Gordon Whitehurst 
Jeanie Will 
 
 
Continue to pray for the following: 
Bobby & Betty Fields 
Margie Gonzalez 
Jane Morgan Jones 
Sharon & Lonnie Kincaid 
Riley Saunders 
Jerri Sherrill 
Betty Jane Smith 
Leah Stiles 
Billy Walton 
Our Pastor & Church 
Our Country 

 

Our Nursing Home Members; see 
“Keep in Touch” section. 

 
Continue to pray for: 

The family of Thomas Ficklin 
The family of Wayne Proffitt 
The family of Preston Young 

 

Remember our Servicemen & 
Their Families: 

 Gabe Edwards, Stateside   
 

The prayer concern is completely 
revised monthly through mentioned 

prayer concerns and website 
submissions.  Please email any 

additions or changes to  
communication@oakland-baptist.com 

by the 15th of each month. 

 

http://www.oakland-baptist.com/
mailto:%20communication@oakland-baptist.com)
mailto:%20communication@oakland-baptist.com)

