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Hola Familia, 
     I’m sorry it’s been so long since the last newsletter, we have been very busy with ministry for a few 
weeks, but today we get to rest. 
     I'm back in Mazatlán, Mexico, my favorite place in the world (so far ;) ). Our team has been busy 
jumping between rehearsal times, leading worship in local churches, and teaching the DTS students 
about worship and music.  
     Our rehearsal times have been pretty sporadic so far, trying to figure out how we blend as a team, and 
learning songs in Spanish, which has been tough for our vocalists. I came here expecting to play a lot of 
guitar, but I've actually been playing mostly cajon, which is a box drum that you sit on. Hoping to play 
more guitar soon, but learning how to be part of the rhythm section has been fun. 
     Our ministry in churches has usually been leading worship at the beginning of services, and praying 
for people at the end. Our team has been able to preach a few times, although I haven't gotten to yet. We 
also started doing a bible study that we hope to continue, in a church on Stone Island. Stone Island, or 
Isla de la Piedra, isn't actually an island but a peninsula right next to the city, but is much poorer. Its like a 
completely different pueblo than the relatively wealthy city of Mazatlán. I think this is because of how long 
it takes to drive from the city to the Island, while only being a 5 minute boat ride away. 
     Another ministry we started that we hope to continue is doing workshops with different worship teams 
in the city. We gave them a quick crash course of what we had just learned in Kona, encouraged and 
prayed over them, and of course had coffee and bread together. Something very common here in Mexico 
is to have coffee and sweet bread before or after the church service, no matter what time of day. The 
culture here is so relational, that they needed the excuse to stay and talk a little while longer, and I love it! 
     We have also been leading the worship elective for the DTS, which is an optional 'class' on worship. 
We are trying to get away from doing it in a lecture style, because they sit through so many classes 
already, so we have been doing different games and hope to have a few jam sessions with them, with a 
few small lessons thrown in. Our main goal is to partner with them in their growth and answer any 
questions they have, to be reliable friends that they can lean on and trust. I think we are doing this quite 
well. 
     We are also planning to have open-mic nights and songwriting sessions where the whole base is 
invited, but those are still in the works. Im really hoping they happen! 
     I have been enjoying lots of tacos and all the amazing food here, and I'm so happy to be back in this 
city. I have a feeling I'm gonna be here for a long time in the future. I've also been in the library a lot, 
reading books on prayer and intercession - that has become my subject of study during this season. I 
want to grow in my prayer life, and while practice is the only way to get better, I still want to deepen my 
understanding. I highly recommend the book on Intercession by Joy Dawson. 
     There are a few things I'd like to ask for prayer for, the first being my dad. He is still fighting his cancer, 
with some success and some setbacks. I'd rather not get into the specifics, but be praying that no matter 
if the procedures work or not, that he would be healed and that God would get all the glory. Also be 
praying for his salvation. I haven't been sleeping well here, and coffee can only get me so far. On top of 
that, most of my dreams have been demonic attacks, which is never fun. Pray that I can get some restful 
sleep. 
     That's pretty much what I've been up to, sorry again for the delay! Thank you all for your support in 
getting me here monetarily, and for your continued prayers. More to come soon! 
 
James 
 
 
P.S. Here's a picture of our team!  
 
From left to right is Brittney from Maryland, Me, KyuBin from Korea, Ian from Colorado, Ida from Norway, 
Rafaela from Brazil, and Brianna from Georgia. 

 


