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Dear Church Family, 
 

The Lord has called us, as believers and as a church, to pray.  Prayer should be a vital part of our walk 
and our communion with the Lord.  The victorious and fruitful Christian life is the result of time spent 
“on our knees.”  We certainly have much right now for which to pray.  There are a number of people 
on the church’s prayer list who are dealing with serious medical issues.  And I am sure we each one 
have others for whom we are praying who are struggling in other ways.  And then there are those 
who are not yet Christians among our family, friends, neighbors, and co-workers.  May we be 
passionate and perseverant in praying for their salvation.  God does indeed honor faithful prayer.  
  
There are a number of important events and opportunities in the coming weeks for which we will 
want to be praying.  The Week of Prayer for North American Missions will be March 5-12.  We often 
think of the offering attached to that week, and rightly so.  Let’s pray that we will reach the goal of 
$1,200.  Even more importantly, this is a wonderful reminder to pray for the missionaries the offering 
supports, and the millions of people in North America who do not know the Lord as their personal 
Savior. 
 
We also have in March the first Children’s Consignment of this 25th anniversary year of this ministry.  
Let’s pray for all the practical matters related to the Consignment, for the consigners and shoppers to 
be aided by this ministry, and most of all that lives will be touched by the gospel as we seize 
opportunities the Lord gives us to bear witness.  The dates for the shopping are March 21 
(consignors), March 23-25, and April 1.  
 
And then we will be celebrating Easter and Christ’s resurrection before we know it.  Let’s be in prayer 
for the choir as they are currently preparing the Easter Cantata, which will take place on Palm 
Sunday, April 02.  Of course, Easter itself is always an important time in the life of the church as we 
begin the day with a sunrise service, followed by breakfast, and then a modified schedule for Sunday 
School and worship.  Let’s be in prayer that not only will these two Sundays be a true time of 
celebration before the Lord, but also that a clear gospel witness will be made and that we would see 
people come to faith.  To that end, pray about who you will invite to accompany you to church for 
these occasions.  
 
You will find elsewhere in The Acorn more information on each of these opportunities to participate 
and for which to pray. 
 
You are likely familiar with what has been called the seven last words of the church . . . “We’ve never 
done it that way before.”  And it’s true that we need to be open to that new thing and new way the 
Lord would work to accomplish His purposes.  Do you know the seven first words of the church?  
Jesus declared, “I must be about my Father’s business” (Luke 2:49).  May that be the driving desire 
for us as individual believers and as a church, “(We) must be about (our) Father’s business!” 

         
 

Pastor Dennis
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Mission Opportunities & Announcements 
 

• March 4 – Building & Grounds Workday 
We will have a workday on Saturday, March 4 to complete 
various maintenance tasks in the church building.  An 
alternate date has been set for March 11, in case of bad 
weather. 

 

• March 5 – 12 - Week of Prayer for North 
American Missions 

The Week of Prayer for North American missions is 
annually observed by SBC churches to pray for 
missionaries, their ministries and their families. Prayer is 
the fuel for spiritually sustaining missionaries in places 
where the gospel is greatly needed, but often opposed. 
Our goal this year for the Annie Armstrong offering is 
$1,200.   
 

• March 12 – Daylight Savings time change 
Don’t forget to “spring forward” on Saturday, March 11.    
 

• March 21 - April 1 – Children’s 
Consignment Sale Ministry  
In 2023, we will hit a very important milestone – this is our 
25th year! This sale has become more than just selling 
children’s items, it has become a ministry to help so many 
in our community purchase affordable clothing and items 
and the donated items after each sale help so many in 
need.  Thank you in advance to all our very special 
volunteers that make this ministry such a success.  Please 
continue to pray that we touch the lives of our consignors, 
neighbors, and friends as they visit our church. 

 

• March 22 – Guest Speaker James Alford 

James will join us to share about his recent missionary 
work in Mexico on Wednesday night, March 22. 

 

• Easter Schedule 
▪ Easter Cantata  April 2 
▪ Easter Sunday April 9 

o Sunrise Service 7:30 am 
o Easter Breakfast 8:00 am 
o Sunday School 8:45 am 
o Worship Service 10:00 am 

 
 
 

 

REFERENCE INFORMATION 
 

For information to be included in the bulletin, 
newsletter, website or Goshen News, please submit 
the information as you want it to appear by the 
deadlines listed below to:  

communication@oakland-baptist.com 
 

Deadlines: 
Bulletin – 12 noon of each Wednesday 
Newsletter – 15th of each month 
Website – 12 noon of each Thursday 
Goshen Newsletter – 15th of each 
month 

 
If you have updates to your personal information 
including address or phone change, please notify any 
member of the Deacon Fellowship or log into  
Church Trac (link on church website) and update 
your information. 
 
Contact Information: 
Pastor – Dennis Barton  
Home: (804) 244-5995 
Cell: (804) 997-9015 
Email: drdrbarton@gmail.com  

Deacon Fellowship: 

Chair: Frank Smith: (804) 556-4746, (804) 652-9923 (c) 

Vice Chair: Ann Taylor: (804) 556-3519; (804) 339-6085 (c) 

Lesley Alford: (804) 512-2854 (c) 

Pat Groome: (804) 908-3276 (c) 

Ricky Harper: (804) 514-6985 (c) 

Sandy Harper: (804) 514-3871 (c) 

Lonnie Kincaid: (804) 363-3288 (c) 

Tom Sutterfield: (804) 556-3836; (804) 405-4046 (c) 

Church Office: (804) 556-3550 (please leave a message) 

 

Located at: 2965 Oakland Church Rd, Gum Spring, VA 

Mailing address: P.O. Box 99, Gum Spring, VA  23065 

Website: www.Oakland-Baptist.com  

 
 

mailto:communication@oakland-baptist.com
mailto:drdrbarton@gmail.com
http://www.oakland-baptist.com/
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• Easter Cross Witness  https://eastercross.org/ 
Oakland members will once again this year participate in 
The Easter Cross Witness. Many still have the white 
crosses that we placed on our lawns during the Easter 
season last year.  If you need a cross, please see Ron 
Taylor.  Crosses are $5 each. 
 

Place the cross where all can see beginning on Ash 
Wednesday (February 22), or at the latest Palm Sunday 
(April 2).  Crosses are placed blank side out before Easter 
and are turned on Easter Sunday to display the message 
that “He is Risen!” 
 

 
 
Why the Easter Cross Witness?  The Easter Cross Witness 
seeks to be a catalyst for all of the branches of the church 
to come together in unity to jointly testify to the single 
most important event in history. That event is the bodily 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. The Easter Cross Witness 
believes that celebrating this event together with joy will 
give those who participate in this witness the opportunity 
to share with others the hope that is within them.  
 

• Disaster Relief Baby Supply Boxes 
Oakland is participating in a mission initiative with Goshen 
Baptist Association and the Baptist General Association of 
Virginia to collect supplies for baby boxes so that families 
can have the essentials to care for their baby during a 
crisis, such as tornados and hurricanes.  We will collect 
through April 2023 and then there will be a “box packing 
gathering”.   
 

COLLECTING:  Desitin - 4 oz (generic is acceptable), 
pacifiers (in the package), bottle - 8 oz (in the package), 
blankets (new or gently used), disposable diaper sacks - 
OR - 4 gallon trash bags, wipes (unscented, minimum size 
is 50 per pack), disposable diapers (no generics, minimum 
size is 25 per pack).  The quantity received and the 
quantity required for each item is posted on the wall at 
the collection table outside the church office. 

 
 

• Hope for Appalachia Virginia – Hope Box 
Item Collection 

 A Hope Box is their gift to the students at each school 
they visit.  It provides essential items as well as a few fun 
things for the kids ages 4 through 18.  It also helps them 
share the Good News Website:  https://hfavateam.com  

 Email:  hopeforappalachia.virginia@gmail.comMARCH: 
MARCH:  TENNIS BALLS & BASEBALLS  

Keep in Touch!  
Margie Gonzalez - 334.692.4131 
162 Jones Road  
Newton, Alabama 36352 

 
Claire Parrish - 804.447.4141 
Sitter & Barfoot Veterans Care Center  
1601 Broad Rock Road, Room 137 
Richmond, VA 23224 
 
 
 

 
 

Happy Birthday! 
Kaitlyn Jones Mar 1 Elizabeth LaSauvage Mar 22 

William Hees Mar 1 Angie Wright Mar 24 
Robert Grooms Mar 5 Tennis Bradshaw Mar 24 
Cole Fields Mar 5 Laura Beth Holder Mar 25 

Eddie Bradshaw Mar 7 Thasha Luck Mar 25 
Brandon Klaty Mar 8 Nancy Franklin Mar 26 
Vicky Kellison Mar 9 Jerri Sherrill Mar 27 
Dan Summitt Mar 9 Jeremy White Mar 27 
Kathy Wade Mar 9 Roberta Abbott Mar 27 

David Atwood Mar 10 Amber Bowmaster Mar 28 
Michaela Johnson Mar 12 Mandy Durham Mar 29 
Brenda Snead Mar 14 Janet Jones Mar 30 
Rhonda Lloyd Mar 15 Brianne Hafley Mar 31 
Becky Edwards Mar 17 Deborah Ware Mar 31 
Noel Brooking Mar 18   

 

Happy Anniversary! 
 
David & Deborah Ware  March 16 

Kim & Bubba Rosson March 17 

Wendy & Jeff Cooper March 27 

Amanda & Austin Cooper March 31 

  

  

Deacon of the Week 
Deacon Date 
Lesley Alford March 5 

Sandy Harper March 12 

Ann Taylor March 19 

Lonnie Kincaid March 26 

https://eastercross.org/
https://hfavateam.com/
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MARCH 
 

 
 

Matthew 6: 5-6 

5 “And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at 
the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 6 But when 
you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in 
secret will reward you.” 
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Remembered in our hearts & 
prayers: 
James Alford 
Matt Alford 
Kay Amos 
Scott Andrews 
Rebecca Baker 
Pat Beach 
Virginia Beach-Cook 
Abby Beyer 
Mike Carden 
Doug & Linda Chaffins 
Debbie Crowder 
Debbie Cutchin 
Charles Driver 
Roy Edwards 
Taylor Ferguson 
Mary Catherine Gammon 
April & Bailey Grant 
Janice Graves 
Robbie Green 
George Groome 
Judy Gunter 
Allen Harper 
Rod Holder 
Jeannie Hyatt 
Lorraine Klein 
Josh Landesman 
Rick Lesveque & Angie 
Dot Lloyd 
Jimmy Lloyd 
Jesse Magana 
Jackie Marden 
 

 
Updated Prayer Request Cont’d: 
Barbara Mayberry 
Clyde & Elaine Meador 
John Nunn 
Gerald Pleasants 
B.M. Seal 
Betty Stanley 
Bianca Stevenson 
Cherie Thomas 
Judy Trouch 
Martha Twiggs 
Donnie Ware 
Larry & Cathy Wells 
Gordon Whitehurst 
Jeanie Will 
Glenn Williams 
 
 
Continue to pray for the following: 
Bobby & Betty Fields 
Margie Gonzalez 
Jane Morgan Jones 
Sharon & Lonnie Kincaid 
Riley Saunders 
Jerri Sherrill 
Betty Jane Smith 
Leah Stiles 
Billy Walton 
Our Pastor & Church 
Our Country 

 

Our Nursing Home Members; see 
“Keep in Touch” section. 

 

Remember our Servicemen & 
Their Families: 

 Gabe Edwards, Stateside   
 

The prayer concern is completely 
revised monthly through mentioned 

prayer concerns and website 
submissions.  Please email any 

additions or changes to  
communication@oakland-baptist.com 

by the 15th of each month. 

 

http://www.oakland-baptist.com/
mailto:%20communication@oakland-baptist.com)
mailto:%20communication@oakland-baptist.com)

